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A UNESCO initiative designed to develop a common core syllabus defining various ICT competency skills for 
teachers that professional development providers can use to prepare learning materials is nearing completion.

“UNESCO to Sponsor Pilot Satellite Distance Learning Course on Telecentres in Africa.” May 2004. 
UNESCO Daily News Service. http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13920&URL_DO=DO_
TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html. 	
This project demonstrated and tested the potential of digital radio to deliver low-budget, effective, multimedia-
based and real-time distance education to rural learners in Ethiopia, Namibia, Tanzania, Uganda and 
Zambia.

“Virtual University to Become a Reality in August 2007.” September 6, 2006. Commonwealth News and 
Information Service. Issue 301. 	
COL’s Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth (VUSSC) initiative is set to become a reality 
in August 2007 with the launch of two of its programmes.

“VSAT Project for Pan African Countries by Indian Government.” August 2005. Ghana: Ministry of 
Communications. http://www.moc.gov.gh/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=24&m
ode=thread&order=0&thold=0.  
The Minister of Communications has signed a memorandum of understanding with Telecommunications 
Consultants India to establish a VSAT-based tele-medicine and tele-education infrastructure for African 
countries. 

“Work on UNESCO’s ICT Competency Standards for Teachers Enters Final Phase.” October 2006. 
UNESCO Daily News Service. http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=23023&URL_DO=DO_
TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html. An international standard for integrating ICTs in teaching. 

Zaparovanny,Y. “Information and Communication Technologies Usage in Higher Education in Sub-
Saharan Africa.”. 2004. UNESCO Institute for Information Technologies in Education (IITE). http://
www.iite-unesco.org/.  
This book contains 22 articles, nine of which are state-of-the art country studies. The largest article is the Pan 
African Study of “E-Campus” that gives perspectives of several higher education institutions and desk-based 
research on six other countries.

5. Education informelle
“Africa Online’s Infinet Will Boost Basic Education.” September 8, 2006. Ministry of Communications, 

Republic of Ghana. http://www.moc.gov.gh/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=159
&mode=thread&order=0&thold=0. 	
InfiNet, Africa Online’s new mobile broad band wireless service, has strong potential for applications in basic 
education in rural schools. 

Akinsola, O.S., M.E. Herselman, and S.J. Jacobs. 2005. “ICT Provision to Disadvantaged Urban 
Communities: A study in South Africa and Nigeria.” International Journal of Education and Development 
using ICT. 1 (3). http://ijedict.dec.uwi.edu//viewarticle.php?id=57&layout=html.  
The focus of this research was to develop a ICT model in a Nigerian community.

“Computerize Nigeria Project.” October 2006. This Day. http://www.independentngonline.com/news/51/
ARTICLE/13160/2006-10-16.html.  
The Computerize Nigeria Project, an NGO, has concluded plans to invest over N400 million in two mega-
computer training schools as a first phase in the planned rollout of mega-computer schools across the country. 
One , to open in January 2007,will be an ICT training school, and the other, when operational, will train 
civil servants, teachers, lecturers, and unemployed graduates.

“dot-EDU Southern Sudan Interactive Radio Instruction (SSIRI) Program.” International Education 
Systems. http://ies.edc.org/ourwork/project.php?id=3487&topic=13. 	
The SSIRI programme designs, develops, and pilot-tests appropriate and cost-effective technologies in an effort 
to provide learning opportunities for children, adults, and teachers in southern Sudan. Project will run 2004 
to 2008. 

“Egypt Smart Schools.” 2006. International Education Systems. http://ies.edc.org/ourwork/project.
php?id=3600&topic=13. 	
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An EDC pilot project to build the capacity of teachers to integrate ICTs into teaching and learning and to 
strengthen the capacity of local NGO members to assist schools and communities to manage school-based 
community learning centres for community development. 

“Ethiopian Centre Promoting ICT Use by Blind People Supported by UNESCO.” January 2003. 
UNESCO Communication and Information Bulletin. http://www.digitalopportunity.org/external/
?url=http%3A%2F%2Fportal.unesco.org%2Fci%2Fev.php%3FURL_ID%3D6926%26URL_
DO%3DDO_TOPIC%26URL_SECTION%3D201%26reload%3D1041834627. 	
A programme in Ethiopia to support training for the blind and visually impaired through ICTs. 

“Evaluation Report on UNESCO’s Community Multimedia Centre Initiative(CMC).” May 22, 2006. 
Internal Oversight Service, Evaluation Section: UNESCO. http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/files/22129/
11477736959CMC_Evaluation_Final.pdf/CMC%2BEvaluation_Final.pdf. 	
An assessment of UNESCO’s CMC initiative which promotes sustainable local development through com-
munity-based facilities that combine traditional media like radio, television, and print with new ICTs such as 
computers, the Internet, and mobile devices. 

“The First Scale-up CMC Gets off the Ground in Mozambique.” 2005. UNESCO Communication and 
Information Bulletin. http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=19082&URL_DO=DO_
TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html. 	
The first community multimedia centre with radio and ICTs in Mozambique opened as part of UNESCO’s 
multi-country scale-up initiative was inaugurated on May 9, 2005. 

“The ICT Programme.” 2006. Mauritius National Computer Board. http://www.gov.mu/portal/site/
ncbnew?content_id=04c5542c04f7d010VgnVCM1000000a04a8c0RCRD. 	
An ambitious programme for training 400,000 Mauritians in ICT over four years began on September 4 in 
the ICT labs of 60 secondary schools across the country. 

“IICD Supported Project: Kalomo Bwacha Women’s ICT Club.” April 2006. International Institute for 
Communication and Development. http://www.iicd.org/projects/articles/iicdprojects.2006-04-
25.0903449865. 	
Women in a rural area of Zambia are using ICTs in a women’s resource centre to improve money-making 
activities by using the Internet to market their produce. 

Laureys, F. November 2006. “ICTs and Rural Development: a case from Burkina Faso.” International 
Institute for Communication and Development. http://www.iicd.org/articles/iicdnews.2006-11-
06.1897137599. 	
This article describes three of the five IICD supported projects in Burkina Faso focusing on rural development 
using ICTs

“Nigerian Government Kick Starts Computer for All Nigerians Initiative (CANi).” June 10, 2006. Highway 
Africa News. http://hana.ru.ac.za/article.cfm?articleID=1180. 	
The Nigerian federal government has placed an order for 14,500 units of personal computers under the CANi 
initiative.

Pigato, M. 2001. “Information and Communication Technology, Poverty, and Development in sub-Saharan 
Africa and South Asia.” World Bank. http://www-wds.worldbank.org/servlet/WDSContentServer/WDSP/
IB/2001/09/28/000094946_01091404003925/Rendered/PDF/multi0page.pdf. 	
Examines patterns of tilization, ownership, and affordability of ICTs. 

“Using Information and Communication Technology to Combat HIV/AIDS—Uganda.” March 24, 2004. 
The Communication Initiative. http://www.comminit.com/experiences/pds32004/experiences-1900.html 	
Implemented by the USA-based Education Development Center (EDC) and partners, this project uses peer 
learning, social action, and small business projects that integrate ICTs with information about HIV/AIDS to 
enable youth to build ICT skills. A broader goal is to test the potential of ICTs as a means of facilitating youth 
and community learning about HIV/AIDS. 

Virtual Souk. “E-Commerce for Unprivileged Artisans.” March 25, 2002. iConnect Online. http://www.
iconnect-online.org/Stories/Story.import5014/view?searchterm=virtual%20souk.  
The Virtual Souk is a World Bank-supported project that helps craftsmen from the Middle East and North 
Africa to become economically competitive. The project trains the craftsmen in small business administration 
techniques and use of the Internet in Lebanon, Morocco, and Tunisi,. 
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Wagner, D., B. Day, and J.S. Sun. March 30, 2004. “Information Technologies and Education for the Poor 
in Africa (ITEPA).” Final Report for Imfundo: Partnership for IT in Education. http://imfundo.digital-
brain.com/imfundo/web/papers/itepa/ITEPA.doc. 	
Report contains recommendations for a Pro-Poor ICT4D Non-Formal Education Policy.

Wambui, M. “Development Through Radio: A Case Study from Sierra Leone.”2005. The Communication 
Initiative. http://www.comminit.com/ict/ictcasestudies/ictcasestudies-17.html. 	
The Forum of Conscience, a human rights NGO, set out to establish a Development Through Radio project in 
Sierra Leone that would provide a channel through which women could voice their views on the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission process and bring gender issues to the fore of the process. 

6. Education à Distance et Apprentissage Ouvert
Allais, S.M. 2003. “Distance Education in Francophone African Countries: Report of a Research Visit.” 

Open Learning Through Distance Education. 9 (2): 10–13. http://www.saide.org.za/re-
sources/0000000051/2003.pdf. 	
Report of the research findings of a short visit to three francophone African countries. The aim was to gather 
information on distance education projects to contribute to an international‘knowledge base on distance educa-
tion and open learning in higher education, and to promote relations and exchange of good practice between 
African nglophone and francophone practitioners.

Butcher, N. December 2003. Technological Infrastructure and Use of ICT in Education in Africa: An 
Overview. ADEA Working Group on Distance Education and Open Learning. http://www.adeanet.org/
publications/docs/ICT_eng.pdf. 	
This book examines existing technological infrastructure and use of ICTs in education and explores how ICT 
can support distance education and open learning in Africa. 

“Developing Effective ICT-Supported Distance Education Delivery Models and Methodologies.” Project 
dates: September 2004 to December 2005. UNESCO. http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_
ID=42892&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html. 	
The project’s purpose was to develop e-learning materials to improve distance education for Namibian 
secondary schools.

“Distance Education, Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs)– Policy Challenges.” March 
27–31, 2006. Association for the Development of Education in Africa, Biennale on Education in Africa 
held in Libreville, Gabon. http://www.adeanet.org/biennial-2006/D.%20Doc%20Pl%E9ni%E8res/PL5_
2_GTEDAL_en.pdf#search=%22%22Southern%20African%20Regional%20Distance%20Education%20
Centre%22. 	
Provides an insight into the status of technological infrastructure in sub-Saharan Africa needed to support 
distance education interventions.

“South West: UB Armed for Distance Learning.” November 2006. Cameroon Tribune. http://www.cameroon-
tribune.net/article.php?lang=Fr&oled=j15092006&idart=38888&olarch=#. 	
The University of Buea has announced its readiness to make distance learning more realistic in the next 
academic year.

Rumajogee, A.R. February 2002. “Distance Education and Open Learning in sub-Saharan Africa: A 
Literature Survey on Policy and Practice.” Working Group on Distance Education and Open Learning, 
Association for the Development of Education in Africa. http://www.adeanet.org/publications/docs/
open%20learning%201.pdf. 	
This report is a review of the literature on current developments and prospects in the field of open and distance 
learning in sub-Saharan Africa. 

“Teacher Education Through Distance Learning.” October 2001. UNESCO. http://portal.unesco.org/
education/en/ev.php-URL_ID=45578&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html.  
This document is a summary of case studies that include one in each of Burkino Faso and Nigeria and two in 
South Africa.

“Toolkit Preview: Designing Open and Distance Learning for Teacher Education in Sub-Saharan Africa: A 
Toolkit for Educators and Planners.” March 2006. http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/
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COUNTRIES/AFRICAEXT/EXTAFRREGTOPEDUCATION/EXTAFRREGTOPDISEDU/
0,,contentMDK:20821714~pagePK:34004173~piPK:34003707~theSitePK:732264,00.html. 	
The toolkit focuses on the development of open and distance learning and teacher education programmes.

“University of Swaziland Institute of Distance Education.”.http://www.uniswa.sz/academics/ide/. 	
The Web site has a summary of programmes offered.

7. Egalité des sexes et TICs
Buskens, I. June 6. 2006. “GRACE Project : State of the Research.” Durban, South Africa: Association for 

Progressive Communications. http://www.apc.org/english/news/index.shtml?x=5038333. 	
The GRACE (Gender Research in Africa into ICTs for Empowerment) project is focused on researching how 
women in 12 African countries use ICTs for empowerment.

Derbyshire, H. January 2003. “Gender Issues in the use of Computers in Education in Africa”. Imfundo. 
http://imfundo.digitalbrain.com/imfundo/web/learn/documents/Gender%20Report.doc. 	
The paper draws on research from other jurisdictions because of the lack of African-based research.

“GenderIT.org : Changing The Way You See ICT.” Association for Progressive Communications. http://
www.genderit.org/en/index.shtml.  
A clearinghouse on gender and ICT policy issues.

Isaacs, S. November 2002. Seoul, Korea. “It’s Hot for Girls.” Paper presented at Expert Group Meeting on 
Information and Communication Technologies and Their Impact on And Use as An Instrument for The 
Advancement And Empowerment of Women..http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/egm/ict2002/reports/
Paper%20by%20Isaaks2.PDF. 	
The paper analyses gender and ICT in education.

“Open Learning Communities for Gender Equity with the Support of ICTs.” November 2003. UNESCO, 
Open Learning Communities. http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=2175&URL_DO=DO_
TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html. 	
Local communities in Mozambique and South Africa use ICTs to develop their own content and learning tools 
using local telecentres that transform them into places of equity-based learning and community-building. 

Radloff, J., N. Primo, and A. Munyua. August 2004. “The Role of Information and Communication 
Technologies in the Development of African Women.” Association for Progressive Communications. 
http://www.apc.org/english/rights/documents/article_english.pdf.  
This paper examines the role of information and communication in relation to women’s development in Africa. 
The paper outlines the issues and challenges faced by African women entering the information society. 

“Women in Global Science and Technology (WIGSAT).” http://www.wigsat.org/WST.html. 	
This site contains several references relating to women, science, technology, and ICT in developmen
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A propos d’infoDev

infoDev est un partenariat entre agences internationales de développement, coordonné et servi par un Secrétariat 
d’experts et installé dans les locaux du Département global des TICs (GICT) de la Banque mondiale, l’un de ses 
fondateurs et principaux bailleurs de fonds. InfoDev agit en tant qu’instigateur neutre de dialogue, et en tant que 
coordinateur de l’action conjointe entre les bailleurs de fonds bilatéraux et multilatéraux, soutenant le partage mondial 
de l’information sur les TICs pour le développement (ICT4D), et aidant à réduire la duplication des efforts et des 
investissements. A cette fin, infoDev parraine recherche et analyse de pointe pour aider à identifier les meilleures 
pratiques mondiales dans l’utilisation des TICs pour le développement. 

www.infoDev.org
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ENQUETE SUR LES TICS ET L’EDUCATION EN AFRIQUE
Un Rapport résumé, basé sur les enquêtes effectuées dans 53 pays

Ce projet cherche à rassembler en une seule ressource l’information la plus pertinente et la plus utile sur les 
activités de TICs dans l’éducation en Afrique. 

Questions-clé :
	 •	 Comment	les	TICs	sont-elles	actuellement	utilisées	dans	le	secteur	de	l’éducation	en	Afrique,	et	quelles	

sont les stratégies et politiques relatives à cette utilisation ?
	 •	 Quelles	sont	les	contraintes	et	défis	communs	que	les	pays	africains	doivent	affronter	dans	ce	domaine	?
	 •	 Que	se	passe-t-il	réellement	sur	le	terrain,	et	dans	quelle	mesure	les	bailleurs	de	fonds	sont-ils	impliqués	?

Domaines couverts :
	 •	 Politiques	de	TICs	dans	l’Education	en	Afrique
	 •	 Activités	et	Initiatives	de	TICs	dans	l’Education	supérieure	en	Afrique
	 •	 Activités	et	Initiatives	de	TICs	dans	les	Ecoles	primaires	et	secondaires	en	Afrique
	 •	 Activités	et	Initiatives	de	TICs	dans	l’Education	non-formelle	en	Afrique
	 •	 L’Egalité	des	sexes	et	les	TICs	dans	l’Education	en	Afrique
	 •	 Facteurs	d’Habilitation	ou	de	Contrainte	à	l’Utilisation	des	TICs	dans	l’Education	en	Afrique
	 •	 Les	TICs	dans	l’Education	en	Afrique	:	aller	de	l’avant

  + Initiatives régionales de TICs/Education en Afrique

Ce	Rapport	Résumé	est	complémenté	par	53	Rapports	individuels	par	Pays.	

A propos d’infoDev
infoDev	est	un	partenariat	entre	agences	internationales	de	développement,	coordonné	et	servi	par	un	
Secrétariat	d’experts	et	installé	dans	les	locaux	du	Département	global	des	TICs	(GICT)	de	la	Banque	
mondiale,	l’un	de	ses	fondateurs	et	principaux	bailleurs	de	fonds.	infoDev agit en tant qu’instigateur 
neutre	de	dialogue,	et	en	tant	que	coordinateur	de	l’action	conjointe	entre	les	bailleurs	de	fonds	bilatéraux	
et	multilatéraux,	soutenant	le	partage	mondial	de	l’information	sur	les	TICs	pour	le	développement	
(ICT4D),	et	aidant	à	réduire	la	duplication	des	efforts	et	des	investissements.	A	cette	fin,	infoDev parraine 
recherche	et	analyse	de	pointe	pour	aider	à	identifier	les	meilleures	pratiques	mondiales	dans	l’utilisation	
des TICs pour le développement.

Un Rapport résumé basé sur une 
enquête effectuée dans 53 pays 

Afrique du Sud • Algérie • Angola • Bénin
Botswana • Burkina Faso • Burundi 
Cameroun • Cap Vert • Comores
Congo • Côte d’Ivoire • Djibouti • Egypte 
Erythrée • Ethiopie • Gabon • Gambie 
Ghana • Guinée • Guinée-Bissau 
Guinée  Equatoriale • Ile Maurice • Kenya 
Lesotho • Libéria • Libye • Madagascar 
Malawi • Mali • Maroc • Mauritanie 
Mozambique • Namibie • Niger • Nigeria 
Ouganda • République Démocratique du Congo
République Centrafricaine • Rwanda
Sao Tomé et Principe • Sénégal • Seychelles
Sierra Leone • Somalie • Soudan • Swaziland 
Tanzanie • Tchad • Togo • Tunisie  • Zambie 
Zimbabwe




